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which were said to " endeavour" to arrange themselves
according to the Type. Thus Treviranus declares that the
seed " dreams of the future flower;" and " Henle, when he
affirms that hair and nails grow in virtue of the Idea, is
forced to add that the parts endeavour to arrange themselves
according to this Idea." * Even Lotze, who has argued so
victoriously against the vitalists, and has made it clear that
an organism is a vital mechanism, cannot relinquish this
conception of legislative Ideas, though he significantly adds,
" these have no power in themselves, but only in as far as
they are grounded in mechanical conditions." Why then
superfluously add them to the conditions ? If every part of
a watch, in virtue of the properties inherent in its substance,
and of the mutual reactions of these and other parts, has a
mechanical value, and if the sum of all these parts is the
time-indicating mechanism, do we add to our knowledge of
the watch, and our means of repairing or improving it, by
assuming that the parts have over and above their physical
properties the metaphysical " tendency" or " desire" to
arrange themselves into this specific form ? "When we see
that an organism is constructed of various parts, each of
which has its own properties inalienable from its structure,
and its uses dependent on its relation to other parts, do we
gain any larger insight by crediting these parts with desires
or " dreams " of a future result which their union will effect ?
That which is true in this conception of legislative Ideas is
that when the parts come together there is mutual reaction,
and the resultant of the whole is something very unlike the
mere addition of the items, just as water is very unlike
oxygen or hydrogen; further, the connexus of the whole
impresses a peculiar direction on the development of the
parts, and the law of Epigenesis necessitates a serial
development, which may easily be interpreted as due to a
pre-ordained plan.
113. In a word, this conception of Type only adds a new
name to the old difficulty, adding mist to darkness.    The law
*LOTZE : Art. Lebenskraft, in Wagners Handworterbuch der Physio-
logie, p. xxvi.